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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in 
the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure 
concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the phrases "is provided" 

(line 1) and "are provided" (line 3) are improper. Correction is required. 



Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because the phrase "lower side" (line 7) is vague and 
confusing; term "that" (line 11) should be deleted; and repetitive use of the phrase 
"adapted for" (lines 3, 5, and 11) causes the scope of limitations to be unclear, since the 
claim does not specify how the features are adapted to perform the functions. 
Appropriate corrections are required. The examiner suggests adding the phrase "of said 
U-shaped profile" after "lower side". 

Claim 10 is objected to because the repetitive use of the phrase "adapted for" 
(lines 2, 4, and 8) causes the scope of limitations to be unclear, since the claim does not 
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specify how the features are adapted to perform the functions. Appropriate correction 
is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 16 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 

being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 

matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 16 recites the limitation "said undercut sections" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Rathmann etal 2004/0126187. 

Regarding claim 1, Rathmann discloses a surface water drainage system (as 
seen in Fig. 1), comprising 
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a structure (10) adapted for installation in the ground such that it defines an upper edge 
and comprising a first locking means (as seen in the modified picture below taken from 
Fig. 1); 

a cover (20) adapted for location on the upper edge of the structure and fabricated from 
sheet metal ([0020], lines 1-2) having edges forming U-shaped profiles with undercut 
sections that face toward one another and with a lower side forming a supporting rim 
(as seen in the modified picture below); and 

fixation devices (30; claim 1, line 5) attached to said edges of the cover and comprising 
second locking means in the form of elastic hook elements ([0011]; [0014], line 6; claim 
6, line 7) that are mounted within said undercut sections and that are adapted for 
snapping engagement ([0014]) with said first locking means on the structure in order to 
retain the cover on the structure (as seen in the modified picture below; [0027], lines 5- 
6). 



Application/Control Number: 

10/563,532 

Art Unit: 3671 



Page 5 



U-shaped profiles 




10 



Regarding claims 2 and 3, Rathmann discloses that the second locking means 
are detachably fixed to the cover ([0016]; [0036], lines 11-18; claim 8; Fig. 1), and are 
fixed to the cover ([0011]; [0012], lines 9-12; [0016]; [0034]; as seen in Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 4, Rathmann discloses that the second locking means comprise 
flexible fixation elements (32-35) adapted such that less force is required to change 
their shape during their mounting to the cover than during their detachment from the 
cover ([0014]; [0016]; claim 8). 
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Regarding claim 5, Rathmann discloses that the second locking means comprise 
tensioning devices (34) that press the first locking means against the cover to ensure 
fixation without play (as seen in Fig. 1; [0034], lines 6-7; [0015]). 

Regarding claim 6, Rathmann discloses that the second locking means are each 
constructed as a springs ([001 1], lines 1-2) from a bent strip of material (as seen in Fig. 
2). 

Regarding claim 7, Rathmann discloses that the second locking means are each 
fixed within said undercut sections of the cover (as seen in Fig. 1) by means of a tab 
(34) that has been bent outward from the strip of material (as seen in Fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 8, Rathmann discloses that the cover in the region of each said 
undercut sections defines an aperture (22) to engage the tabs. 

Regarding claims 9 and 18, Rathmann discloses that the second locking means, 
which are constructed as springs can be made of plastic ([0019]), and since the second 
locking means can be elastically deformed ([0014], line 5-7), the second locking means 
inherently comprises elastomer bodies. 

Regarding claim 10, Rathmann discloses a water drainage system (as seen in 
Fig. 1) comprising 

a structure (10) adapted for installation in the ground such that it defines an upper edge 
and comprising a first locking means (as seen in the modified picture above); 
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a cover (20) adapted for location on the upper edge of the structure and having edges 
defining recesses (22); and 

fixation devices (30; claim 1, line 5) attached to said edges of the cover and comprising 
second locking means in the form of elastic hook elements ([001 1]; [0014], line 6; claim 
6, line 7) that are inserted into said recesses (as seen in the modified picture above) 
and are adapted for snapping engagement ([0014]) with said first locking means on the 
structure in order to retain the cover on the structure (as seen in the modified picture 
above; [0027], lines 5-6). 

Regarding claims 11-15, see the discussions for claims 2-6 above. 

Regarding claims 16 and 17 as best understood, see discussions for claim 7 and 
8 above. 

Regarding claim 19, Rathmann discloses that the cover comprises a cast metal 
grating ([0020]). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alina Schiller whose telephone number is (571)270- 
3088. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 7:30AM-4:00PM EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas B. Will can be reached on (571)272-6998. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000/ 
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